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Songs of Myself-an Analysis Section 6 -10

SECTION 6 - The Child and the Meaning of Grass

“A child said, What is the grass? fetching it to- me with full hands;
[/ How could I arswer the child?”

A child asks Whitmoan what grass is.

Grass becomes v symbolic question—what is life; natwre, God, the
universe?

Whitmouww admity he does not hawve a fired answer. This shows
philosophical uncertainty and operuness.

“I guess it must be the flag of my disposition; out of hopeful greevv
stuff woven.”

Grasy is like avflag of his personality —gween symbolizes hope and
life.
Whitmouw sees nature as connected to-the self:

“Or I guess it iy thethandkerchief of theLord”

Grass is imagined as Godly hamdkerchief, meaning divine
presence is everywhere:
Whitmaw presents o pantheistic view —God existy in nature.

“Or I'guess thegross iy itself a child, the produced babe of the
vegetulion.”

Grass i Likerow ehild of nature—invnocent, new, continuwously borm.
Natwre is self-renewing.

“Or I guess it iy v uniform hieroglyphic”
Grass is v universal symbol understood by all people.
Hieroglyphic suggesty o mysterious but meaningful symbol of life:
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“Sprouting alike in broad gones and narrow zones”

Grass grows everywhere—rich, poor, all races;, all lands.
Symbol of equality and democracy.

“And now it seems to- me the beautiful uncut hair of grawves.”

Grass grows onw grawves—deathvond life awe connected.
Deativ iy not owvend; it feeds new life.

“The smallest sprout shows there iy really no-deati’
This reflecty tramscendentalist philosophy:

“And to- die iy different frommwhat avwonessupposed; and luckier.”

Deathv iy not tragic butifortunate—a tironsition to- another state of
existence.

Themes:
o Natwre asdivine
o Death and immortality
o " Democratic equality
o  Mystical symbolism

SECTION 7 - The Cosmic Self

“Has any one supposed it lucky to-be born? / I hausten to-informv
hinv or her it iy just as lucky to-die.”

Buth and deativowre equally natuwral and blessed.
Whitmowv rejecty fear of deativ.

“T pass death with the dying and birth with the new -washvd babe”
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He identifies with both dying and newborng—his self is universal.

“I amthe mate and companiow of people, alljust as inmumortal
and fathomless as wyself.”

Every persow iy equal and eternal.
Whitmawv expresses spiritual democracy .

“They do- not know how immortal, but I know.”

People are unaware of their spirituol natwre; the poet is
enlightened.

“I know I o deathless.”
Whitmouwv claims spirituold inumortality—higsoul conmot die.

“I know this orbit of mine cannot be swept by a carpenter’s
compass’
His soul cannot be measired by science or logic.

“T know Lishall not passy like av child’s carlacue cut withy v burnt
(1770 4

He willinot disappear like childishv drawings—his existence is
permanent.

“T know I amv aungust”
He asserty dignity and majesty of the self.

“T exist as I amy;, that iy enough”

Self-acceptance and self-celebratio.
Core Whitmauww philosophy: The self iy sacred.
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SECTION 8 - Identity with Al People
“T amvthe poet of the Body and I awmvthe poet of the Soul”

Whitmawv celebrates bothv physical and spiritual aspects.
He rejects dualism—body and soul are united.

“The pleaswres of heaven are with me and the pains of hell awre
withy me”

He experiences all huuwmoawny emotions and realities:

“I amv not the poet of goodness only, I do-not decline to-be the poet
of wickedness also.”

He accepty good and evil aspart of humarvexperience,
No- moral judgment—inclusiverrealism.

“I go-with the slavesiof the eartihvequally with the masters”

He identifies withv oppressedand powerful alike.
Democratic visior.,

“I will not hawe av.singlespersow slighted or left away”
tvery huunowy being matters.

“I amvthe mowy, I suffered, I wasthere.”
Whitmowv imagines himself irv others’ experiences—radical
empativy.

SECTION 9 - Uniow withv Nature
“The big doors of the country baww stand openw and ready”
He describes ruval America—symboly of openness and freedon.
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“The dried grass of the hawvest-time loads the slow -drawnw wagonw’
Celebrates agricultural labor and common people:

“I leanw and loaf at my ease observing av spear of sumwwmer grass.”

Famous line: leisure and contemplation.
Whitmoawv practices poetic meditation ow ordinary things.

“My tongue, every atom of my blood, formvd from this soil; this air”
He is physically made from Americo soil—nationeld identity.

“Born here of parenty borr heve fromvparenty the same’”
Celebrates Americon lineage; continnity.

“I, now thirty-sevenwyears old in perfect health, begin, / Hoping to-
cease not till deativ.”

Poemv iy o lifelong jowrney of self-explovation.

SECTION 10 - The Journey Through Society

“Creedyand schoolsinv abeyance; [ Retiring back o while sufficed
at what they are; but never forgotten’

He rejecty rigid institutions and doctrines:
Prefers personal experience over formal religiow or educatiov.

“I hawbor for good or bad; I permit to-speak at every hagzowd’

He allows all thoughts and experiences to- speak freely —no-
censorship.
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“Natwre without check witivoriginal energy.”
Natwre is spontoneouws and free—ideal model for humawy life.

Whitimouwv describes mowyy Americar scenes:
. fishermen
o runaway sloves
. soldiery
. womew
o city streely
o lovery
o workers
He merges his identity withvall of themu.

“I amv of old and young, of the foolish as much as the wise”
He includes all ages ammd types of people.

“One of the Nadiow of many nations, the smallest the saume and
the largest the same”

America as mudtteultuwral democracy; equality of states and
people:

“I speak the pass-word primeval; I give the sign of democracy”
Whitmauwv sees himself as prophet of democracy.

“By God/! I will accept nothing whichv all canmnot hawe their
counterpaut of onthe same terms.”

True democracy means equal rights for all.
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MAJOR CRITICAL THEMES (SECTIONS 6-10)

Natwre ond Pantheismy

Natwre is divine; grass symboliges God, life, death;, and equality.
Death and Inunortality

Deathv iy not final; it is travusformation. The soul is eternal.

The Democratic Self

Whitmauw identifies withv all people—slaves, miasters;, men; women
rich, poor.

Body and Soul Unity

Rejecty Chwistiowmv dualism; celebrates physical.ondb spivitual
equally.

Individualism and Freedowy
Self-celebration and self-knowledge asthe Wighest values.
America asy av Symbol

Americow representpuniversal humanity ond democracy.



